ANNELISE DODDS 


FORD EAST 


S 
WINS IN OX 


"WE HAVE more in common than 
that which divides us," recalled 
duly elected MP, Annelise Dodds 
as she stood centre stage echoing 
the words of the late Jo Cox. 

Scottish born, Annelise Dodds 
succeeded Labour stalwart, 
Andrew Smith who stood down 
for the constituency which he held 
for 30 years. 

Annelise Dodds said: “It has 
been quite a long day as we 
started campaigning early this 
morning. It’s been very positive 
in terms of voter turnout, and 
there has clearly been a high voter 
turnout for Oxford East and it's 
been very positive on door steps 
knocking on doors. | think after 
the referendum happened the 
majority of people have found 
difficult to accept the extreme 
Brexit we are facing.” 

With news early in the evening 
of predictions that the Tories 
would win with a majority, the exit 
polls showed the Tories were on 
316 and Labour 246, at one stage 
Labour led the Tories but it was a 
narrow victory that led to a hung 
parliament at the final result. 

Andrew Smith said: “I was 
expecting a very strong vote 
in Oxford East, a huge vote of 
confidence in Annelise Dodds.” 

The Newcastle and Sunderland 
seats were indicators for how 
the election unfolded, with early 
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election forecasts at the exit poll. 

At this stage, the Tories were on 
314 votes and Labour had gains of 
17, however, as the night unfolded 
and more Labour seats were won, 
a hung parliament like that seen in 
2010 was increasingly likely. 

Andrew Smith said: “It was 
appallingly bad judgement of 
May to call this election, and | 
think there was an element of 
arrogance because she thought 
it would be easy to beat a Labour 
party led by Corbyn. British voters 
prefer someone who is authentic, 
even if they don’t agree with all 
their views. Across this campaign 
Theresa May didn't come across 
as authentic or ‘strong and stable’, 
more rather she was weak and 
wobbly. The right-wing press tried 
to undermine Mr. Corbyn but 
British people have seen through 
the smears and slurs, a Labour 
Government would bring more 
funding for NHS and schools.” 

He added: “Strong and stable 
isn't a policy. The results are 
coming in but Labour are making 
gains at the moment.” 

Andrew Smith was a British 
Labour Party politician who was 
Member of Parliament for Oxford 
East from 1987 until 2017. He 
served in the Cabinet as Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury from 
1999 to 2002 and then as Secretary 
of State for Work and Pensions 
from 2002 to 2004. He announced 
his decision not to stand for re- 
election several weeks ago. 


Sign up for 
summer fun 
at BLAP 


BLACKBIRD Leys Advernture Playground 
has after work and summer playschemes 
planned (24 July - 18 August). Ring or 
email Lorraine for details. She would also 
like to hear from anyone who might enjoy 
volunteering at BLAP. 


01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 
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Part of Dignity ple. A British Company 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Ann Booker. Non-position holders: John Dillon, Chris Hatton, 
Daniel Jones, Peter Nowland and Pat Stannard. For contact and further details see page 7. 


BLACKBIRD LEYS WARD 
Linda Smith — Labour. 
125 Oxford Road, Old Marston, 0X3 
ORB 
@ 07961 121704 
E: cllrlsmith@oxford.gov.uk 


Rae Humberstone — Labour. 
75 Little Bury, Greater Leys, 0X4 7UZ 


T 01865 779678 & 07768 429566 
E: cllrrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uk 


NORTHFIELD BROOK WARD 
Sian Taylor — Labour. 
5 Regent Street, Oxford, 0X4 1QU 
T 07767 311425 
E: cllrstaylor@oxford.gov.uk 


Jennifer Pegg — Labour 
T 07525 720599 
E: clirjpeqg@oxford.gov.uk 


LEYS DIVISION 

Deborah Mcllveen — Labour. 

17 Three Corners Road, Oxford 0X4 7UF 
T 07375 671143 

E: dmc.labour@yahoo.com 


RE) Annelise Dodds — Labour. 
l- ~ Unit A Bishops Mews, Transport 
pT Way, Oxford0X4 6HD 


W: www.anneliesedodds.org.uk 


Five 
charged 
following 
murder 


FIVE people have been charged 
following a murder which occurred in 
Blackbird Leys on 1 June. 

Yousef Koudoua, aged 27, of Balfour 
Road, Oxford, has been charged with 
one count of murder. Yasine Lamzini, 
aged 19, of Jourdain Road, Oxford, has 
been charged with one count of murder. 
Rashaun Stoute, aged 23, of Church 
Cowley Road, Oxford, has been charged 
with one count of murder. Connor 
Woodward, aged 24, of Haldene Road, 
Oxford, has been charged with one 
count of murder. 

A 16-year-old boy from Oxford has 
been charged with one count of murder. 
A 19-year-old man from Oxford, who 
was arrested on suspicion of murder, has 
been released with no further action. 
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The Duchess of Cornwall with Reg Curnock. 


Duchess of Cornwall visits 
The Clockhouse Project 


BY RICHARD CHIDWICK 


A VISIT to Oxford by Her Royal 
Highness, The Duchess of Cornwall 
included a special tour of the CDI 
Clockhouse Project in Greater Leys. 

Her Royal Highness arrived slightly 
before the scheduled time of 2pm 
with ushers and her lady in waiting, 
to meet many of the Clockhouses’ 
members, volunteers and organisers 
who showed her the activities they 
take part in on a daily basis. 

Activities on the day included 
singing in the garden area, line 
dancing in the main room and an IT 
workshop. 

The Royal visit to the CDI was a 
surprise to organisers who found out 


only after Easter and were elated that 
the visit recognised the work of the 
project and its value to the community. 

Gerry Webb who is a member of 
the Clockhouse Steering Group and 
runs the IT project was one of the 
first people the Duchess met as she 
was ushered into the building. He has 
fought his own battle with cancer and 
explained the importance of her Royal 
Highness's visit. 

Gerry said: “She was completely 
nice and went well over her time to 
stay here, when they have so much to 
do on Royal visits. She had a confident 
handshake and she seemed interested 
in the people here.” 

Kaye Ellis, Clockhouse Project 
User and Catalyst Resident said: “The 


Clockhouse Project means getting out 
of the house, meeting with friends, 
having a chat, gathering information, 
which you didn't know before. | am the 
founding member of the Clockhouse 
gardening club, SLIGO, and my aim 
was to get people away from the 

telly out into the garden and have an 
interest in producing their own flowers 
and vegetables. 

“Speaking to HRH the Duchess of 
Cornwall | was pleasantly surprised 
about her knowledge of gardening. 
She told me that she spends time in 
the garden and that times passes by 
quickly and that it is therapeutic. | 
loved meeting her.” 

Rita de Clark, who works for Leys 
CDI Clockhouse said: “The day went 


E For more info about the CDI Clockhouse phone 01865 395908 or email clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 
The CDI Clockhouse Project always welcomes new Over 50s Leys residents and is also looking for volunteers for helping with day to day activities, 
doing admin tasks, fundraising or becoming a volunteer driver. 


amazingly well, everyone pulled 
together and it was a great success.” 

Joy Clark from Greater Leys said: 
“Everybody is so friendly. You might 
wake up in the morning feeling really 
low but then coming here makes you 
go home with a smile on your face.” 

Trustee David Truesdale said: “It 
really gives people joy and helps 
people come together who suffer with 
isolation and loneliness.” 

Dawn Williams, CDI Clockhouse 
Project Development worker said: 
“The CDI Clockhouse project is user 
led with active steering group and 
many dedicated volunteers. The Royal 
visit is brilliant and is a real honour for 
her Highness come here and shake 
everyone's hands.” 


Is Homeshare 
happening on 
your street? 


WITH the support of Homeshare Oxford, 
based at Age UK Oxfordshire, four Oxford 
householders have welcomed a young 
professional or post-graduate student 
into their home. 

The young professionals and students, 
who stay in the householder’s spare 
room, are lending a hand with things like 
shopping, gardening and the odd bit of 
housework, preparing and sharing meals 
together with their householder, as well 
as getting out for walks and enjoying a 
chat and each other's company in the 
evenings. The Sharer also pays a modest 
contribution to the householders living 
costs to cover any increase in bills and 
council tax, so that the householder is 
not out of pocket. 

Claire, the Manager of Homeshare 
Oxford said: “We know that lots of 
householders in Oxford, usually aged 
50-100, have a spare room. These 
householders could help young 
nurses, teachers and PhD students 
in their community, by providing 
accommodation, and enjoying some 
help and companionship in return. 

“We support our householders and 
sharers every step of the way, run any 
necessary police checks and references, 
and work hard to find fantastic matches 
where people share interests and values 
and will live happily together.” 

One of the Sharers, Eleanor, a student 
in Oxford said: “It is wonderful that 
my Householder had the trust and 
confidence to welcome me into her 
home - | feel very lucky to have found 
Homeshare. | would not be able to live in 
the city without it.” 

Claire added: “Some of our 
householders sleep much better 
knowing there is someone with them in 
the house, and our sharers are learning 
so much from our householder’s life 
experience — often both the older and 
young people have felt lonely before, 
and Homesharing can bring happiness, 
light and life into those situations.” 


E If you are a householder 

and want to find out more, 

get in touch with Mary and Claire at 
Homeshare Oxford, 01865 410 670 
homeshare@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 
or visit www.homeshareoxford.co.uk 


Thousands flock to Common People Festival 


COMMON People festival proved 
to be a great success for emerging 
and established talent, from local 
bands to international names, as 
thousands of people flocked to 
South Park, Oxford. 

Both days had some big names 
on the main stage including Sean 
Paul, the Cuban Brothers, Rag n 
Bone Man and Pete Tong's Ibiza 
Classics performed by The Heritage 
Orchestra conducted by Jules 
Buckley aka Judge Jules. 

The festival is curated by DJ and 
Producer Rob da Bank who has a 
wealth of experience organising big 
festivals such as Bestival on the Isle 
of White. It was no surprise that this 
festival proved equally successful 
on a blazing hot and sunny 
weekend. A multitude of bands, 
DJs and performing arts groups 
showed their talent, and one act 
who got people really moving and 
shaking on Saturday night was 
Groove Armada whose members 
Andy Cato and Tom Findley gave 
an exclusive post performance 
interview. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Andy said: “It’s a beautiful 
summers’ evening and lovely to 
play here.” Tom added: “We played 
Superstlying twice. We have a 
residency in Ibiza and that is more 
chunky house music , whereas this 
is a lot more white noise, playing to 
the expectation of the crowd, you 
go for moments like these and its 
quite a nice easy crowd to play to, | 
mainly enjoyed Arsenal playing and 
winning the FA Cup Final!” 

Andy said: “If the young 
emerging DJs and producers have 
had as much fun as we've had then 
you can't go wrong!” 

The Uncommon Stage is smaller 
and was constantly packed with 
people including DJ sets from 
Goldie, hip hop performances by 
the P45s and rock music by the 
band Shapes. 

Anthony Kelly from the band 
Shapes said: “We playa song called 
Passing. | grew up on the Cowley 
Road in Oxford and I spent many 
of the years in the early 80s where | 
met my partner in that area, so this 
song isa reflection of the times | 
spent in the area. I'd say our style of 
music is pop rock and I guess the 


song is kind of bitter sweet, it’s pop 
melodic rock.” 

One of the first acts to open the 
festival was Rodney P who curates 
for the Oxford Youth Ambition 
Project. Following the performance, 
some of the female singers from the 
Youth Ambition Project were also 
keen to talk about how the project 
has helped them. 

One of them said: “Music is quite 
close to my heart and | have been 
through quite a lot in my life so it’s 
really good to perform here and 
be part of the project. | really like 
Valerie by Amy Winehouse, she’s 
someone | really enjoy listening to. 
The music project really helped me.” 

Rodney P said: “There is so 
much untapped talent here in 
Oxford, these young people who 
performed here today have so 
much talent and young people 
here have the chance here to tap 
into their true potential. Common 
People is a great event, it is all about 
feeding the people. It’s a fantastic 
event.” 
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Contact saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk or telephone 
(01865) 249811 
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sensory garden in memory 


of local councillor 


THE Dovecote Family Centre 
celebrated Spring with the grand 
opening of a sensory garden created 
in memory of local councillor Val 
Smith. 

The garden was officially 
opened by Andrew Smith MP, Val's 
husband and fellow East Oxford 
councillor and MP. He said: “The 
sensory garden is lovely and is a very 
fitting memorial to Val. She loved 
gardens and she loved children, 
and always worked closely with the 
Dovecote. She would have been 
really touched. | am grateful to the 
Dovecote and those people who 
worked on the garden, and to Tesco 
for their help. It is a thing of beauty 
and fun, and I hope the children and 
the community enjoy it, that is what 
Val would have wanted too.” 

Carol Richards, family co- 
ordinator at the Dovecote, added: 
"I'm really pleased and proud 
today. It is fabulous to see so many 
people here, and the garden will 
be a wonderful oasis. The children 
were involved in the design and 
development of the garden, 
planting some of the plants and 
they will take responsibility for 
looking after them. It has been 
a great opportunity to bring the 
community together to raise 
awareness of what we do and to 
celebrate. 

Val Smith always fought for 
underprivileged children and was 
always there for the Dovecote, 
helping and supporting us despite 
her illness. She was an inspiration 
and there can never be too many 
tributes to her." 

Garden designers Gary Richards 


Val Smith 


and Mark Surman spent two weeks 
in all weathers building a sensory 
garden complete with a central 
mirrored water feature, ‘floating’ 
taps, and colours, textures and 
shapes that make the most of the 
designated space, and is designed to 
be child friendly and stimulating. 

Gary said: “The design represents 
a circle of life in memory of Val Smith 
which seemed a fitting tribute, the 
children can walk barefoot along the 
path and experience the different 
textures along with the scents 
and colours of the flowers as they 
bloom.” 

Jayden, 9, enjoys going to the 
Dovecote after school club and play 
scheme and said: "I think the garden 
looks amazing." 

The garden was made possible 
thanks to funding from Tesco's 
supermarket 'Bags of Help’ scheme 
in which customers vote for a 
selected cause to receive funding 
via tokens given to them after 


their shop. Anthony Pill, customer 
experience manager at Tesco retail 
park, Oxford, said: "The Dovecote 
won second prize after being 
voted for by customers of Tesco at 
the retail park and Tesco Metro on 
Cowley Road. It is great to see the 
money has gone to such a good 
cause, the work that has been put 
in to the garden is amazing and 

it is wonderful that something 
seemingly so small can make sucha 
difference. 

"This is just the start of what we 
hope to do. Some people may see 
Tesco as a monster out to make 
money, but we genuinely want to 
give support to the local community 
and help as much as we can." 

Tesco ‘Community Champion’ 
colleague Paula Williams added: “We 
want charities, community groups 
and anyone who knows of a good 
cause to be aware we are available 
and we will do what we can to 
support them." 


Fly-Tipping 

The Parish Council discussed the growing 
amount of fly tipping in and around 

the Leys which is blighting the area and 
causing environmental health concerns. 

Residents’ are asked not to be duped 
into paying rogue traders to dispose of 
their rubbish as this is often fly-tipped 
illegally and it is the householder that is 
liable for the fine which could be up to 
£400. 

If residents have concerns about 
disposing of large waste they should 
contact Oxford City Council on 01865 
249811. 


Farewell to Andrew Smith 

The Parish Council is in proud possession 
of Andrew Smith’s very last letter from 
the House of Commons as the MP for 
Oxford East. Andrew addressed his letter 
to Gordon Roper and the Parish Council, 
thanking them for their support and help 


over the years as the local Member of 
Parliament. Andrew expressed his deep 
felt thanks to residents on the Leys 

estate for allowing him the represent 
them in Parliament. Chair of the Parish 
Council Gordon Roper said “Andrew 
represented our area for many years and 

it is wonderful that he thought of us when 
he wrote his last official letter as an MP. We 
shall treasure this” 


Grant Awards 

Local charities and community groups 
presented reports at the recent Parish 
Council meeting on how they had spent 
grants awarded to them. Organisations 
including Agnes Smith Advice Centre, 
Oxford Polish Association, Blitz, Leys News, 
Church of the Holy Family, Leys Festival 
and Friendleys provided evidence on how 
the Parish Council grant had 

helped local residents. 

Grants are awarded twice a year to local 
groups and organisations which support 
residents on the Leys estate. 

For further information or to apply 
for a grant email the Parish Clerk at 
bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 


Tuesday 27 June, 7pm 
Tuesday 25 July, 7pm 


Meeting held in Jack Argent Room, 
BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 


Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chain), John 
Dillon, Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Peter Nowland and 


Pat Stannard. 


Phone (9am-5pm) 07754 271831 


Email bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 
minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please 
go to the community website 
www.blackbirdleysparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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Do you enjoy reading Leys News? 


Then why not get involved in the next one? 


We are always looking for local residents to write articles, 
send in pictures and help produce 


future issues of the newspaper. 


To find out more email: editor@leysnews.co.uk 
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Your guide to 


Trials and 
Tribulations 


THE article kind of wrote itself 
once I'd had an email through 
from a regular reader asking an 


THE WILDLIFE 
GARDEN 


BY STUART MABUTT 


tip is that Blackcaps hit higher notes 
and often deeper notes, whereas 
Garden Warblers don’t have as wider 
range of notes. But, there are regular 
exceptions to the rule. 

So good luck with that one is all | 
can say. It does raise the point again 
though, that does it really matter, 
the not knowing what it is aspect to 
the enjoyment of the wildlife in our 
gardens? 

We get busy, identifying, 
categorising and understanding, that 
we often forget to just ‘be’, and just 
enjoy nature for what itis, in all its 
glory. Nature has many answers to the 
trials and tribulations we all encounter 
through life. To understand it is 
good, but is that really important at 
the end of the day? 

Happy Gardening 


age old question about bird song 
recognition. 

That being, “How can one tell the 
difference between a Blackcap's call 
and a Garden Warbler's call?” 

Tough one that and its not 
easy, even the most experienced 
birdwatcher can find this a challenge, 
with many birds identified as a 
Blackcap later turning out to bea 
Garden Warbler and many a Garden 
Warbler transpiring to be a Blackcap. 


recycling in Oxford 
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NEW COURSES 
ON OFFER AT BLITZ 


The Blitz IT Hub has new courses for the summer. 


| © IT Beginners 

| Starting on Monday 12 June and running on five Mondays from 

_ 9.30-11.45am, until 17 July, but not on 10 July. Also on Thursday 
13 July, 9.30-11.45am. Six sessions in all. 


@ IT Improvers 

Starting on Thursday 15 July and running on six Thursday 
afternoons from 12.30-2.45pm. Last session on Thursday 20 
July. 


G Ri oh time... 
Q Right place... 


© Build your own website 

Starting on Tuesday 13 June and running on six Tuesday 
mornings from 9.30-11.45am. Last session on Tuesday 18 July. 
Social Media (Facebook) - Two sessions on Wednesdays 21 and 
28 June from 9.30-11.45am. 


|o Buying and selling on the Internet (Ebay & Amazon) 
Two sessions on Wednesday 5 and 12 July, from 9.30-11.45am. 


A, 


| All courses are held at the IT hub in Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre. 


BLITZ IT HUB 

Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
Oxford OX4 6HW 

01865 806453 
www.blitzithub.co.uk 
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Join the Strawberry Fayre Majorettes 
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Diversity 


THE Strawberry Fayre Majorettes are now taking 
on new members to join the display team. All 
ages considered and no experience is needed as 
full training will be given and once fully trained a 
uniform will be provided free of charge but will 
remain the property of the troupe. The display 


the Majorettes meet every Wednesday in the Barn, 
Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 6.30-8.45pm. A 
session costs £5. 

The Strawberry Fayre Majorettes is the only 
baton twirling troupe in the local Oxford area and is 
very unique. Join today and meet the friendly team 


ADVERTISEMENT 


FATHER’S DAY FUN! 


troupe can be seen at local fetes, carnivals and 
parades, and works with local charities and stage 


shows and much more. If you would like to join the 


friendly troupe and learn the art of baton twirling, 


who are eager to help new members achieve the 
standards so they can be one of the team. 


E For more info call Eileen Filer, 01865 717781 


and me 


BY ANTONIO JARNE 


MY FATHER sent me an email 
asking how | was in England. 
There were some typical 
questions, such as “How are 
you? What you going to do 
for the summer?” And there 
was a question that is always 
repeated: “How is Brexit?” 


The Brexit. The big question. 


Now, I’m not worried about 


that. When | was in Spain, this 
was an issue that was very 
important for me. | remember 
the referendum about 
remaining in or leaving the EU 
and cried when David Cameron 
resigned. 

The place that | was 
dreaming of going to and the 
reason that | was working for 12 
or 14 hours every day to save 
my money, had said that they 
want to leave the EU. Feeling 
sad and scared, | didn't know 
what was going to happen 
when I got to England. 

In the beginning, | remember 
reading the newspapers and 
sometimes feeling depressed 
about what the politicians were 
saying. The time passed and 
| had some problems. | didn’t 
have money to pay to remove 
a tooth, and I almost lost my 
job at the same time. | didn't 
understand what people were 
saying to me and | felt alone, ina 
different country. | was working 
45 or 50 hours per week. 


| was feeling tired and even 
if | had a day off, | couldn't 
do anything because | was 
exhausted. | was an immigrant. 
That’s all. 

Now, | have improved my 
situation. | can understand the 
radio and people when they 
are talking. | saved some money 
and the job is easier. There are 
opportunities in this country, 
but I| am down, in the worst 
position. 

If we have a hard or soft 
Brexit, it’s not very important 
for me at this moment. Other 
Spanish and Europeans have 
better positions and jobs. 

They have an internship or are 
working and get paid more 
money. Or maybe they are 
more integrated. | don’t know. 
But when you workin a kitchen 
and your preoccupations are 
how you will pay the rent 

or learn English, you are not 
worried about Brexit. You think 
about different issues. 


Saturday 17th June 


CEX will be 
running a 


on Mario Kart Wii 


Plus 2 £25 vouchers for runners up 
keep an eye 
On Our website 
for details coming 
UP soon about all 
activities during 
the summer 
holidays 


fa Templars Square 
Tel: 01865 74 88 64 
Swopping enre www.templarssquare.com 


Join our Father's Day Facebook , 
competition and vouchers 
to spend in the centre! 


TEMPLARS SQUARE 


www.templarssquare.com 
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FREE ENTRANCE AND FREE 
ACTIVITIES!! 


aa 


DORDE PLAY ADEEOLA TION 


THE LEYS PLAY AND ACTIVITY DAY 
THURSDAY 27TH JULY 2017 — 11AM UNTIL 3PM 


Oninoco Scrapstore, Drumming, Bouldering Vall, Go Kart Party, 
Body Zorbing, Winnie the Witch, Museum Service, Fire Play, Giant 
Bubbles, Earth Trust, DIY Face Painting, Smoothie Bike, Fusion, 

Active Communities Team, Muzo Akademy, Arts & Crafts, 
Tricky Trails Biking, Incredible Edible and much, much mare 


BUILDING COMMUNITIES THROUGH PLAY 


Please note that MO Childcare is provided - Food will need to be purchased 
ür please do bring a pecnic—There i NO parking on siti 
photographed and / or filmed 
Contact—www.oxonplay.org.uk / 01865 779474 / 
martin.gillatt@oxonplay.org.uk 
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Oxford TODAY 


Get the latest local community news 
on your mobile phone, tablet and PC. 


Tat event wall Be 


Oxford Today is the digital home of the Community 
Media Group. Publishers of all the hyperlocal 
newspapers that are distributed across Oxford. 


Oxford Today will give you: 


e The latest news stories affecting you in 
your local area and across Oxford 


e Events happening across Oxford 
e Jobs and recruitment news 


e Opportunities to upload your own events 
and news stories 


e 24 hour news 


www.oxford 
yw 


News 


Make a 


positive 
plan for life 


AT SOME point in our lives, all of us find that we are ata 
crossroads and feel unsure about what we should really 
do next about our career, training or education. 

There are opportunities available to all of us, but 
working out the right way forward can be very difficult 
and is very different for everyone. 

Positive Life Planning can really help us to set goals 
and find a way to reach them that fits in with our lives 
and responsibilities, but that also gives us the best 
chance of creating a successful and purposeful life. 

Positive Life Planning has specific stages and starts 
with decluttering-this can be removing physical ‘stuff’ 
from our environment to create a space that is clear, 


Volunteering 

Opportunities 
at The Oxford 
Academy 


THE Oxford Academy's Old School 
partnership programme that brings 
together senior (50+) members of the 
local community and young people in 
the school. 

Mutually beneficial friendships 
offer volunteers the opportunity to 
share skills and experiences with a 


OPPORTUNITIES: 


levels of self-esteem, and is more than 


calm and organised but can also involve moving on 
from the way we feel about ourselves and other people. 

If we don't feel we are important enough to move 
on or capable of achieving new things that will improve 
our lives, then it will be almost impossible to create 
a positive life plan that will work. We are all guilty of 
having beliefs that limit our progress and this is often 
because of what other people may have said to us, and 
that we have ultimately started to believe ourselves. 

If you are embarking on a new career or moving 
towards a new phase in your life, taking part in 
decluttering exercises will be really effective at helping 
you to find a clear and simple path to success. 


at The OXFORD Academy 


The garden is available for students, 


Once this stage is complete then you must define 
your goals and really take time to decide what it is you 
want to achieve and why. Being specific when you do 
this is important because if you are not completely clear 
about what you want then you won't get it! 

The universe moves in mysterious ways, and Positive 
Life Planning uses the reticular activating system in 
your brain to work. This means that whatever you 
focus on will become more dominant when you 
set your goals. This happens because you are more 
aware and therefore more focussed on what you want 
and therefore you are more likely to be attracted to 
opportunities and activities that will help you reach 
your goals-it's not magic-just science at work! 

When you have decided on your goals, it is time to 
start taking some relevant and inspired actions that will 
help you get closer to them and to create a vision board 
to remind you of where you are heading and why. 

Using tried and tested techniques such as positive 
visualisation, which is used extensively by top sports 
people and business people, it is possible to start 
thinking about what your new life will really look like 
and how you will feel when you get there. By adopting 
a positive outlook and using common sense techniques 
and practices, it really is possible to make significant 
changes to your life and reach important and exciting 
goals. 

The Community Media Group runs Positive 
Development Planning workshops in partnership with 
Oxford Brookes University. There are no course fees and 
the workshops are run between 10am and 1pm during 
term time on weekdays. The courses are run across 
communities in Oxford. 


E If you would like to sign up for our next course 
which will take place in the Leys, then please email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Apply now for Playhouse Playmaker scheme 


APPLICATIONS are now open for next 
year’s Playhouse Playmaker, Oxford 
Playhouse’s Writer's Attachment 
programme. 

Led by award-winning playwright and 
director John Retallack (former director 
of Oxford Stage Company and current 
Director of the Writing for Performance 
Course at Ruskin College, University of 
Oxford). Playhouse Playmaker is a chance 
for new and emerging playwrights to 
develop their skills and work. 

Now in its third year, Playmaker will 
see six writers invited to attend monthly 
Saturday workshops across eight months 
(October to June) covering everything 


from developing an initial idea to final 
staging. Each writer will receive group 
and individual mentoring from John 
Retallack as well as mentoring support 
from Oxford Playhouse. 

There will opportunities for 
participants to share their work 
during and post the scheme. Current 
participants are able to showcase 
extracts from their plays prior to the final 
submission at Oxford Playhouse. Former 
participant Mary Constance’s play Ocean 
Queen programmed as a staged reading 
at this years’ Offbeat Festival 2017. 

A chance to mature writing skills 
and grow confidence, this is a great 


E For more info please contact playmaker@oxfordplayhouse.com 


opportunity to gain important insight 
and techniques from experienced 
successful writers. The scheme is free 
but selective. The deadline to apply 
for Playhouse Playmaker 2017-2018 is 
Saturday 1 July. 

There will be a Playhouse Playmaker 
Taster workshop on Saturday 17 June at 
Oxford Playhouse for anyone applying 
for the 2017-2018 programme. 

The session will be led by John 
Retallack who will run a variety of 
exercises and answer questions about 
the programme. This is offered as an 
overview to help potential participants 
decide if they'd like to join the scheme. 


or visit the website www.oxfordplayhouse.com/participate/adults/playhouse-playmaker/ 


CATALYST Housing has organised a six- 
week course that will help anyone who isn’t 
currently working to both increase their job- 
seeking skills and grow in confidence. 

The great thing about this course is — 
thanks to a partnership with Aspire — that it 
will offer direct links to employers at the new 
Westgate Oxford. So if you are interested 
in working in retail, hospitality, customer 
service, facilities or security, this is fantastic 
opportunity to access some of the many 
vacancies becoming available from this 
summer. As you may know, from September 
the amount of free childcare for 3 and 4 year 


Increase 
your skills 
and your 
confidence 


olds offered by the Government will increase 
to 30 hours per week, so now is a great time 
to start taking steps back into employment. 

If you are on certain benefits then you can 
also get free childcare for 2 year olds. The 
course is open to all local residents. 


E To register for the course or to find out 
more, get in touch with Matt Renshaw on 
07710 853193, matt.renshaw@chg.org.uk 
or drop-in to the office at The Farmhouse, 
Nightingale Avenue. 


You’re hired! 


GreenSquare, in 
collaboration with Aspire 
and Oxfordshire Adult 
Learning, invite you to 
attend our free 
employability course. 


The course will support you getting 


work ready by: 


self-esteem 


= Practising interview skills 


Catalyst, A2Dominion and 


« Developing self-confidence and 


+ Recognising the skills you have 


There will also be the opportunity 
to benefit from on-going 
and skills you would like to develop employment coaching and the 


chance to meet employers from 


younger person, become more socially 
engaged and gain access to the vast 
facilities of a modern academy. 

The project has proven to improve 
volunteers physical and cognitive 
function, while also increasing self- 
esteem. Volunteers provide a stable 
and consistent friendship for students 
offering support and encouragement 
to them to flourish. 

The project improves attitudes 
to learning, school attendance and 


a traditional mentoring scheme, it is 
about reducing feelings of loneliness 
and isolation and building community 
cohesion. 


Community Edible Garden 

The school is in the early stages of 
creating a Community Edible Garden 
that aims to increase community 
cohesion, combat loneliness and 
isolation, increase levels of physical 
activity and promote healthy eating. 


staff and volunteers from the 
local community to grow fruit and 
vegetables to then be shared and 
consumed by all totally free of charge. 
The school is looking for green 
fingered enthusiasts, both experienced 
and novices, to help establish and 
maintain this garden. Commitment can 
be as much or as little as you can offer, 
from an hour a month to every day and 
everything in between. 


E If you'd like to get involved or would like to find out more information please get in touch with Hannah Jamieson 


on hannah.jamieson@theoxfordacademy.org.uk or call 01865 774311 ext 2111. 


Are you currently unemployed? 
Interested in returning to paid 
employment? 


This free course will support you 
in getting ready for work, and 
we can help you access the 
hundreds of new jobs available 
at the new Westgate Oxford 


a Writing a CV the new Westgate Oxford. 
« Completing application for 
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For more info or to register contact Matt Renshaw 
on 07710 853193 or matt.renshaw@chg.org.uk 
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Come and See a Showcase of New Job Opportunities pi Meet Top Local Employers agiuding: 


E 
4 JOHN LEWIS * THE BREAKFAST CLUB 


= CHARLES TYRWHITT 
-e THE BODY SHOP 

e PRETA MANGER 

e SCHUH 

e GODIVA 

e OASIS 

e NEXT 


WESTGATE 
OXFORD 
PARTNERS 


e DEBENHAMS 
e OXFORD BUS 
COMPANY 


OXFORD CITY 
PARTNERS 


STICKS & SUSHI 


e MINT VELVET 

e GANT 

e BOUX AVENUE 

* NEAL’S YARD REMEDIES 
- PRIMARK 

* PLUS MANY MORE 


e STAGECOACH in 
OXFORDSHIRE 


e PLUS MANY MORE 


www.westga teoxford.co.uk 
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Street dance project 
explores young people's 
mental health issues 


ISSUE145 June/July 2017 


THE 'M' Word, led by Body Politic's Emma- 
Jane Greig, is a year-long street dance 
project exploring issues around mental 
health in young people. The 'M' Word is 
aimed at 12-16 year olds in Blackbird Leys, 
Wood Farm and Rose Hill. 

The project is the development of a ten 
week dance project held in Wood Farm last 
year which engaged a large group of young 
people, all of whom wanted it to continue. 

Dance fully engages young people 
and meets key health and wellbeing 
needs by combining physical activity, 
social interaction and creativity with 
emotional expression. The project will offer 
a wide range of opportunities helping to 
build interpersonal skills and leadership 
development. 

While offering high quality and 
enjoyable dance opportunities to young 
people from some of Oxford's most 
deprived communities, the project will 
focus on improving their mental health. 
With current pressures on youth provision, 
The 'M' Word will be a positive activity for 
its participants and will have a commitment 
to longer-term sustainability. 


The dancers will have ownership of the 
project by steering its development over 
the year, and shaping its long-term future. 
The 'M' Word will launch with a series of 
taster sessions in each area followed by 
weekly dance sessions. The sessions will run 
during term-time and offer opportunities 
to engage with the various city-wide dance 
festival events linking in with Dancin’ 
Oxford. 

Emma-Jane Greig said: "I am really 
looking forward to launching this project. 
Through working with Oxfordshire Mind 
and, more recently, Littlemore Mental 
Health Centre | witnessed the positive 
impact dance can have on physical and 
emotional wellbeing. Plus, it's fun! 

"What's more, the partnership with 
Dancin’ Oxford will enable young people to 
experience new skills, watch professional 
companies and gain a unique insight into 
the dance industry." 


E Further info contact Emma-Jane Greig 
at info@bodypoliticdance.com 
or call 07791 905851 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Leys residents encouraged 
to run a Big Lunch over the 
summer, with the release 


of five £50 mini-grants 


THE Leys looks set to celebrate community, 
with a Big Lunch planned at The Barn in 
Greater Leys on Saturday 9 September. 
What's more, over the summer, up to five 
groups of residents in the Leys could scoop 
a £50 mini-grant to organise a Big Lunch in 
their street. 

The Big Lunch is the UK's annual get- 
together for neighbours. Launched in 2009, 
2017 will be the ninth year. An incredible 
7.3 million people joined the Big Lunch in 
2016. This year will be bigger than ever, as 
it partners with the Big Iftar and the Jo Cox 
Foundation for The Great Get Together. The 
official weekend for this is 16 to 18 June 2017. 

The Big Lunch sees people throughout 
the country set up bring-and-share lunches 
and forge stronger bonds with their friends 
and neighbours. The Leys held a Big Lunch 
in 2015 but this did not return in 2016 
because the Oxford City Council officer that 
originally set it up left her post. 

This year, thanks to Good Food Oxford 
and funding from Oxford City Council, the 
annual event is set to return to The Leys. 

Hannah Fenton, Manager of Good Food 
Oxford said: “The Big Lunch is a wonderful 
way to get over our usual shyness and 


reserve and get to know our neighbours 
over some shared food. The event on 
Saturday 9 September will be a chance for 
everyone in The Leys to get together, and 
anyone who brings food to share will be 
entered into the raffle.” 

“We noticed that people actually 
wanted to meet their immediate next- 
door neighbours, and that is why we're 
offering five £50 mini-grants for groups of 
neighbours to spend on supplies, to run 
their own Big Lunch on their street. We can 
also help with practical things like closing 
the street for the day.” 

“You could run a Big Lunch, a Big Iftar, 
or a Great Get Together - and it can be at 
any time over the summer. The idea is just 
to meet your neighbours, share some food, 
and hopefully have a good time.” 

Groups can apply for a £50 mini-grant 
at any time before 1 September 2017, and 
grants will be offered on a first-come, first- 
served basis. 


E Groups should apply by email to 
hannah.fenton@goodfoodoxford.org 


Would you like to hold a 
BIG LUNCH in your street? 
Anytime during summer 2017, The Leys 
You could pick up a £50 mini-grant to go towards 


supplies — food, plates, tablecloths, decorations... 


For one day a year, for a few glorious hours, cars stop, shyness 
stops, gloom lifts and people come together in the street to meet, 
greet, share, swap, sing, play and laugh for no reason other than 
that we all need to. 


Does this seem like something you'd like to be part of? 
Help your street join the UK's annual get-together for neighbours. 


Groups of neighbours can apply any time before 1" September ll 
2017 by emailing fig enton@qoodfoodoxford.org fj 
Ave mnie ' ded i 


to neighbours n the Leys on a 


supported by 


first-come, first-served basis 
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ve SZ, & Fun for children <° 89. % 
Win family tickets to The Gruffalo Get out there and grow 


at the Oxford Playhouse 


WE ARE giving away family 
tickets for the forthcoming 
show at the Oxford 
Playhouse, The Gruffalo on 
Tuesday 22 August at 2pm for & ” 
four people. Join Mouseon į 
a daring adventure through 
the deep, dark wood in Tall 
Stories’ magical, musical 
adaptation of the classic book 
by Julia Donaldson and Axel 
Scheffler. 

Searching for hazelnuts, 
Mouse meets the cunning 
Fox, the eccentric old Owl 
and the party-mad Snake. 


Will the story of the terrifying 
Gruffalo save Mouse from 
ending up as dinner for these 
hungry woodland creatures? 
After all, there’s no such thing 
as a Gruffalo! — is there? 


To win a set of Family tickets (4 x tickets up to 2 x adults + ice creams) simply 
answer the following question: What is Mouse Searching for in the wood? 


A) Apples B) Conkers 


Please email you answer to: officemanager@leysnews.co.uk and be sure 
to include your full name, address and contact phone number. 
Alternatively, you can post your entry to The Gruffalo competition, Leys 
News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Oxford OX4 7BX. 

Closing date for entries is 15 July 2017. Age Guidelines: 3+ 

Usual Terms and Conditions apply and the editor's decision is final. 


Colouring Your name: 


Address: 


Com petition Name of parent or guardian: 


some green fingers! 


WELL our weather has been a bit 
weird hasn't it! Hopefully by the 
time your Leys News arrives in your 
letterbox the sun will be well and truly 
shining and there will be plenty of 
opportunities to get outside and enjoy 
some fresh air. 

When I was young (a VERY LONG 
time ago!) | used to love gardening 
-| am not sure! was ever much of a 
real help to my mum at the time, but | 
have great memories of sowing seeds 
and growing plants and then picking 
the beautiful, bright flowers to make 
posies and arrangements in the house. 
| did once famously take myself off for 
a walk and brought back armfuls of a 


Age: 


Phone number: 


The closing date for entries is 15 July. Send your entries to Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford 0X4 7BX 


yellow flower that | thought was really 
pretty only to find that it was actually 
very smelly and not well received by 
my mum at all - NOT recommended! 

Gardening is a great hobby to have, 
whatever age you are, and as well as 
being a lot of fun and a fantastic way to 
enjoy being outdoors, it gives you the 
opportunity to learn new things and 
grow plants that are both edible and 
beautiful. Sowing seeds and watching 
them grow so that you can pick them 
and eat them is a brilliant way to learn 
about the environment and healthy 
eating at the same time. 

One of the best things about having 
a go at gardening is that you don't 
need to have lots of space to do it. 
Whether you have a large garden, a 
small one, a patio, courtyard or balcony 
or even if you have a spare window 
ledge inside your house you can still 
become a green fingered gardener. 

If there is room in your garden then 
why not see if you can be given a small 
patch somewhere to turn into your 
very own garden? Measure out an area, 
with the help of an adult, and then 
draw a plan of what you would like to 
grow. Choose plants and seeds that are 
easy to grow for quick results — as you 


get more confident you can try things 
that require a bit more patience and 
expertise. 

Pots and containers make fantastic 
miniature gardens-use a mixture of 
plants like radishes or tiny tomatoes 
with herbs and plants such as 
marigolds and nasturtiums — just 
remember to keep them well watered 
and watch out for slugs and snails who 
might be out looking for a tasty treat! 

A sunny windowsill is all you need 
to start a career as an indoor gardener! 
Choose lightweight plastic pots in 
bright colours and plant herbs and 
geraniums which love the warmth 
and will reward your hard work with 
delicious flavours and beautiful 
flowers. 

If you do manage to get started 
with some gardening this summer, 
then please send us some photos of 
your plants and let us know how you 
get on. You can send them to editor@ 
leysnews.co.uk 

Whatever you get up to in the next 
few weeks-have a great time and we 
will be back soon ready with loads of 
ideas to keep your summer holiday 
very busy! 

Love from Sarah x 


Winners 


Easter Egg 
Colouring 

Last issue's 
winners are 
Angelin (above), 
age 9, from 
Greater Leys and 
Alice (below), 
age 6, also from 
Greater Leys. 
They both will 
receive a prize. 


Room on 

the Broom 
Competition 
Congratulations 
to Kerry Cantwell 
of Blackbird Leys, 
who received 
four tickets 

to the show 

at the Oxford 
Playhouse. 
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SUMMER FESTIVALS 


PETULA Clark will headline this year's 
Fairport's Cropredy Convention music 
festival which takes place from 10-12 
August. The three-day annual event 

is staged by folk-rock band Fairport 
Convention and attracts up to 20,000 
music fans making it Oxfordshire's most 
popular music festival. 

With three Grammy Awards and 
millions of record sales to her name 
Petula's stellar career stretches back to 
1949 yet Cropredy will be her first-ever 
UK music festival appearance. Petula 
Clark's string of Top 40 hits in the UK and 
around the world includes Downtown, 
| Know A Place, My Love, and This Is My 
Song. 

Fairport bassist and Cropredy co- 
organiser Dave Pegg said: "We're really 
proud to be the first British festival 
that Petula has played at. | saw her 
show in Birmingham recently and it 
blew me away - she is a wonderful live 
performer. | was surprised how many of 
her hits | knew and her contemporary 


GET CRAFTY 


Find your 
festival vibe! 


BY JANE YATES 


THIS is the time of year when all 
the things that your Gran once 
wore are back in fashion as we 
head outdoors to festivals and 
adopta different kind of fashion 
for the summer. 

Being a fan of the sixties, | 
couldn't resist making a new 
accessory, so | repurposed some 
old dream catches into a feather 
head band. 

Most of us have a dreamcatcher, 
a well-meaning friend or family 
member may have given you one, 
and it has most possibly stayed 
in your drawer in the packaging 
it came in, as not everyone likes 
them, so this is a fun project to 
turn it into a must-have accessory 
for going to a music festival. 

If like me you feel that you are 


Petula Car 
headlines 
Fairport's 
Cropredy 
Convention 


songs are really great too. Our audience 
will love her, I'm sure." 

The Trevor Horn Band plays on 
Thursday 10 August. Considered to 
be one of the most influential record 
producers in popular music, Trevor Horn 
started his career as a bass guitarist. 
Aco-founder of The Buggles (Video 
Killed The Radio Star), he has gone on to 
work with - among many others - Paul 
McCartney, Tom Jones, Rod Stewart, 
Seal, Frankie Goes To Hollywood, and 
Genesis. 

For Cropredy, Trevor will front a 
14-piece all-star band featuring fellow 
producers Steve Lipson and Lol Creme. 
The setlist will be packed with songs 


Birmingham-based band embraces 
many influences in its energetic brand 
of Celtic-hued rock. 

Also appearing on Friday, CC 
Smugglers play good times music 
inspired by American and world folk. 
This exciting young six-piece of talented 
multi-instrumentalists perform with 
infectious enthusiasm. 

In total the festival will see 19 acts 
will present more than 30 hours of live 
music over three days. Other highlights 
include The Divine Comedy, Richard 
Thompson and Marillion. 


E CROPREDY 2017 TICKETS: 


OFFBEAT FESTIVAL: 


Oxford's eclecticand 
extraordinary event 


fringe festival, now in its 
second year, which presents an 
extraordinary and eclectic range 
of performance across theatre, 
comedy, spoken word, music 
and dance. 

Acts this year include 
comedians Mark Thomas 
and Viv Groskop, theatre 
productions including Room, 

a one-on-one experience for a 
blindfolded audience member, 
and Wrecked taking place 
inside a crashed car, as well as 
a dance programme featuring 
celebratory Kathak dance 
(Aunusthan), and new work by 
world-class choreographers in 
triple-bill Organic Entity. 

Over half the shows are UK 
premières, a quarter created by 
local Oxfordshire-based artists 
and all new to Oxford. Ticket 
prices for all performances will 
be £10 or less 


Barney Morse-Brown of 
Duotone, one of the acts 
performing at the Old Fire 
Station's Offbeat Festival. 


OFFBEAT has announced the 
festival's music programme 

in partnership with BBC 
Introducing Oxford. The line-up 
features Oxford's best up and 
coming bands, wordsmiths and 


À . : E To see the full 2017 
singer song-writers performing 


programme visit: 


the trio have produced - between 


them they've had over 200 hit singles 
-and there may be guest appearances 
from some of the musicians they have 


worked with. 
Quill take the stage on Friday 11 
August. A six-piece fronted by the 


Online ticket purchase from http:// 
www.fairportconvention.com 
Telephone ticket purchase line 0900 
637 1644 (8am-8pm only) 

Children under 12 years old are 
admitted free provided they are 
accompanied by an adult ticket 


over four days across two 
stages, the Gallery Stage and 
the Festival Stage, at the Old 
Fire Station. 

The Gallery Stage features 
a free programme of spoken 
word, acoustic music and 


www.offbeatoxford.co.uk 


E Gallery Stage events 
are not ticketed. Entry 
is free but capacity is 
limited so admission 
will be determined ona 


charismatic Joy Strachan-Brain, the holder. 


too long in the tooth to actually 
go to a festival, then this makes 
the perfect gift for someone who 
you know who is going, and is 
sure not to stay in the drawer! 

For the project you will need some 
lengths of cord, leather or wool 

to make a long plait for the head 
band. 

Once made, carefully undo the 
hanging feathers on the dream 
catcher. Using a jump ring, which 
can be got cheaply in craft stores, 
attach to the head band. 

I think it now looks fine as it is 
and is sure to be loved, however 
if you want to be a bit more 
ambitious, then buy some more 
feathers. To attach the extra 
feathers you will need to buy 
some clasp fasteners from the 
craft store. These attach to the 
tops of the feathers and are closed 
in a pincer movement with pliers. 
And there you have the perfect, 
glam accessory that will be the 
pride and joy of any festival goer 
this summer! 


singer-songwriters in front first-come-first-served-basis. 
of Kazem Haziki’s acclaimed 
Portraits from A Chip Shop 
exhibition. The Festival Stage 
hosts the headline acts 
featuring jazz, folk, electronica 
and pop/R'n’B from Wandering 
Wires, Dolly Mavies, Low Island 
and Haula. 

Offbeat is Oxford's new 


E A £25 ticket is available 
for all three Festival Stage 
headliners. 


E The Gallery Stage and 
Festival Stage are both 
situated at The Old Fire 
Station, 40 George Street, 
Oxford OX1 2AQ. 


Some more local festivals 


Irregular Folks Summer Session, 1 July. Small one day 
festival of music, comedy and film at the Victoria Arms, 
Marston. www.irregularfolk.co.uk 


Cowley Road Carnival, 2 July 
www.cowleyroadcarnival.co.uk 


Leys Festival, 8 July, in Blackbird Leys Park. 
For info see back page. 


Riverside, 29-30 July. Small free music festival in Charlbury. 
www.riversidefestival.charlbury.com 


Supernormal, 4—6 August. DIY arts and music festival at 
Braziers Park. www.supernormalfestival.co.uk 


Towersey Festival, 25-28 August. Music festival near 
Thame. www.towerseyfestival.com 


Bunkfest, 1-3 September. Wallingford's free family festival. 
www.bunkfest.co.uk 
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ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 3TN. 
T 07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
T 01865 469069 & 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford. 
T 01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
T 07417 439520 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Spice Box 

Unit 16, Chiltern Business Centre 
Garsington Road, 0X4 6NG 

T 01865 395999 or 712800 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EX. 
T 01865 775849 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
01865 777137 


Cafe Spice 

98/98a The Parade, Rose Hill, OX4 4HX 
T 01865 747575 
info@cafespiceoxford.co.uk 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS. 
T 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
0X4 4HS. 

01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 


34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 0X4 4LD. 
01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
%@ 01865 792037 


GARDENS 


The Garden 
99—100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
T 01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 5AR. 
T 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF. 
T 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 
T 01865 326066 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children /babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


JOBS 


Start your own business with Neals Yard 


Remedies. 
T Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, 0X4 6HS. 
T 01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in threading 
eyebrow/full face. Beauty treatments, 
holistic therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, Oxford 
0X4 3PH 

T 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Holiday Coach Trips 


POOLE DAY TRIP Saturday 8 July, leaving BBL Community Centre at 8am. £18 
WESTON SUPER-MARE Saturday 12 August, leaving BBL Community Centre at 8am. £18 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
T 07887296583 
www.facebook.com 
/LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, 0X4 3TY. 
T 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 61). 
T 01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, 0X2 9DY. 
T 01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can pay fio 
96 4 bedroom houses URGENTLY 


more! 


needed! We will rent or bay! 


Problem selling or renting your 
residential or rental property? 
Difficulty selling or renting? 


Wanta fast sale at near market price? 
& Solutions for properties with little or 
- | no equity, refurbishment work taken 


= on. Whatever your circumstances 
there may bea solution for you. 
@ Call Marilyn on 
01865 308067 
or 07990 630 332 
E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, 0X4 7UD. 
01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
01865 773486 


NEWQUAY seven day holiday 16-22 September, The Barrowfield Hotel. Indoor swimming 
pool, sauna and jaccuzi includes coach travel bed & breakfast and evening meal. 
Entertainment every night, inc two games of cash bingo. Ten minute walk to town centre. 
Optional daytrips daily. Refreshment bingo & raffles served on all trips en-route. Price: 
£299 pp. 


Telephone Julie on 07754 217128 


WHAT'S ON 
IN THE LEYS 


A guide to what's available locally. 
If you want a free listing for your service 
or event, please ring 01865 711756 


ADVICE 


E Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 10am—12pm 
and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

T 01865 770206 


E Young People's Jobshop 

Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the Early 
Intervention Blackbird Leys Young People 
Centre. Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to-one 
advice. 


E Leys Job Club 

Free support for anyone who would like 
help with learning or training, or would like 
to consider a new job, or taking up work for 
the first time. 

Sessions are held at the Youth and 
Community Centre every Wednesday from 
10am—12pm. Just drop in. 

Other job club sessions are held in the 
children’s Centre, please call for details. 

T all or text, 0793 1400 108 


CHILDREN 


m New Baby Group 

Inc. Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1pm—2.30pm at Leys 
Children’s Centre, Cuddesdon Corner. 
T Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja for 
Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 

E Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. 

T 01865 772886. 

m BLAP Afterschool Club 

Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 in a structured environment. 
3.15—5.30pm. £1.50 per session 

T 07530933690 and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 

m Maluchy group 

For Polish speaking families with children 
ages 0—5 years. Second Saturday in the 
month, 10.15am—11.45am, at Children's 
Centre, Cuddesdon Corner, Cuddesdon 
Way. 

T Agata, 07874 187 704 

E Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

T Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 

E 35th Oxford Scout Group 

T Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 


DOVECOTE AFTERSCHOOL CLUB 
Runs Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30— 
5.15pm, £1.30 per session. 

T 01865 712299 

and 07974 234661 


m Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

T 01869 259681 


E Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

T Fiona, 07891 419793 


E Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
6.30—8.45pm. 

T Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


E Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4-5pm 

£1.20. For 14—18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


E Rainbows 

For girls aged 5-7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 5.30—6.30pm, 
at the Holy Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Alexandra, 07804 500313 


E Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 

Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 12% to 20 years. 
T 01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


m Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 

T Nicky, 01865 7286 


BLACKBIRD LEYS LIBRARY 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 

Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed. 


T 01865 770403 


LEISURE 


E The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 
T Hannah, 07512 364367 


E Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


E Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 
for new members. Open night every 
Tuesday from 6pm. 

T David Buckwell, 01865 881735 

or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


E Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 
T Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


EŒ Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West. Club is looking for 
new members and invites men, women, 
boys and girls of all ages and abilities. 
T 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


LEYS POOLS 

AND LEISURE CENTRE 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday: 6am—10pm 
Saturday: 6am—8pm 

Sunday: 8am—8pm 

Bank Holiday: 7am—8pm 

Pegasus Road, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, 
0X4 6JL 

T 0844 893 3222 


OXFORD UNITED EDUCATION 
AND FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

Still spaces available for our 
Education and Football course for 
boys and girls aged 16-19. 

Please email Chad for more details. 
01865 336138 
chadwoollands@oxfordunitedlearning. 
co.uk 

www.oulfc.co.uk 


OLDER PEOPLE 


m Walking Football 

Oxford City FC, Saturdays, 10—11am. 
Waking football, does what is says on 
the tin! Football but no running allowed. 
£3.50. 

Anna McKay, 01235 849403 
annamckay@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 


m Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
OX4 7WJ. 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 

E Over 60s Bingo Cub 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 

T David Stonehill 01865 777074 

or Anne Ranger 01865 430504 
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WELLBEING 


E Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30-7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class. 

@ Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


E Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 
@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


Œ ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 

T 07714 248177 zumbasarahoxford@ 


gmail.com www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


E The Listening Centre 

Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

T 01865 794794 


E Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. 
Aself-help group of people who use 
or have used Mental Health Services, 
working together to get support or to 


share experiences. Lunch available for £1. 


T 07729 581975 


E Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other support 
are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 


James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
T 01865 247788 


E Tai Chi & Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 9.45— 
10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, 
Cowley. £5 and £6. First class half price. 
T 07974185554 


E Rosewood Club 

For people with dementia. Based at The 
Clockhouse in Greater Leys. Open Monday 
to Friday, 9.30am—3pm. Offers you a 
stimulating, enjoyable and social day 
while your carer gets a well-earned rest. 
£20 per day includes a two course lunch, 
refreshments and entertainment. Come 
and see what you think by arranging an 
informal visit. Call Julie Perks on 749349 or 
email rosewood@daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


NOTICES 
THE LEYS WI 


Meets the first Wednesday of 
each month, 7.30pm, at The Clockhouse. 
All ladies aged 18 or over 
are welcome to attend. 
T 07973 336 041 
W: www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com 
E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 


SOCIALIST PARTY 
MEETING 


Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Starts 7.30pm 
T 0208 9888777 


THE CLOCKHOUSE COMMUNITY CENTRE 


@ Tea-Time Social 

Every Monday 

Enjoy a cup of tea and a chat, plus 
board games if you want. 1.30— 
3.30pm. £1. Now includes a chance 
to play Boccia — like indoor bowls — 
come and try! 


@ Age UK drop-in 


Friendly information and help on over- 


50s services and activities in Oxford. 


For future meetings call 01865 395908 


@ Wordsmiths of War 

FREE World War II course with 

local historian Natty Mark. Every 
Monday, 11am—12pm. Explore 

the international/British black 
community's contribution, through 
the eyes and ears of accredited black 
journalists and their inspiring stories 
during those turbulent times. Share 


your family stories of WWII. 


@ Dance 

Tam—12pm, £2. Beginners and 
seated dancers very welcome. No 
partners needed. To find out date of 
next one call 01865 395908 


@ Over-50s advice 
FREE. Book appointments 10am—12pm. 
Tel: 395908. 


@ Yoga 
Every Tuesday, 10—11am. £2. 


@ Singing for Fun 

Every Tuesday, 1.30—3.30pm. FREE. 
(NOW FULL, but phone: 395908 to 
express your interest.) 


@ Wednesday Crafts 
Weekly 11 am — 12.30 pm. Bring your 


knitting, crochet, sewing or drawing/ 
colouring and join us for a natter. £1 


@ Tai Chi 

Every Thursday 10-11 am. 

£2. Boost your flexibility, improve 
your fitness and have fun! 


@ Art Group 

Potters Court, Robin Place, Greater 
Leys 0X4 7FF. All sessions 2—4 pm. 
£1 includes materials. For future 
meetings call 01865 395908 


@ Gardening Club 

£2. Adults of all ages welcome at 
these monthly meetings! For future 
meetings call 01865 395908 


@ Evening Socials 
Adults of all ages welcome! For future 
meetings call 01865 395908 


© Computer courses 
Beginners welcome! FREE. Tel: 395908. 


@ Leys WI 

First Wednesday of month, 7.30- 
9.30pm. We welcome all women over 
16 for a couple of free visits. Hope 
you'll enjoy it and become a member. 
Email: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk or c/o 
Tel: 395908. 


Volunteer car drivers needed! 
Help Leys residents with mobility 
difficulties to reach Clockhouse 
Project activities. Tel: 395908 for 
details. 


About us 


The Clockhouse Project works with/for over-50s living in the Leys area. It’s part of local charity Leys Community Development Initiative (Leys CDI). The Clockhouse building 
is supported by Catalyst, GreenSquare, and A2Dominion, to benefit the local community. 


E The Clockhouse Community Centre, Long Ground, Greater Leys 0X4 7FX (look for the clocks ontheroof) %& 01865 395908 E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


@ Credit Union 

Community financial service for 
savings and low cost loans 
Opening Times: Mondays 
Tam—1pm, Tuesdays 7—7.30pm, 
Wednesdays 10am—12pm, Fridays 
3—5pm 

T 01865 718503 


@ Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre is a Wi-Fi Hotspot 

To use the free Wi-Fi please select 
‘Oxford Free Wi-Fi’ 


@ Early Intervention Service 
Early intervention and specialist 
services for children, young 
people and families 

T 01865 816202 


@ Home-Start 
Family support charity for under 5s. 
T 01865 779991 


@ Soundworks 
Music studio and production 
T 01865 401585 


BLACKBIRD LEYS 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 


@ IT HUB 

IT Hub open access drop in 
sessions. 

Tuesdays 12-3pm 

and Fridays 9am—12pm. 


@ Leys CDI Youth Project 
After School Club and Arts Award 
Project, Mondays, 3.30—8pm 
Battlefield of the Mind (Young 
women’s project), Tuesdays, 
3.30-7.30pm 

Diversionary Project, Wednesdays, 
12-8pm 

Afterschool Club and Tech Fridays 
3.30-8pm 

T 01865 395927 


@ BLITZ 

IT courses and trainings for all 
abilities. Course details available 
in the Centre reception. 

T 01865 806453 


JACK ARGENT ROOM 


@ SR Oxford Survivors 
Self-help community group for 
over 16s. Fridays and Saturdays, 
10.30am—2.30pm 

T Trish, 07824 644874 


@ Oxford Polish Association 
Mondays, 6—9pm 

T For dates contact Ewa, 07585 
447696 


@ FriendLeys 

Community coffee morning, 
£2.50, includes refreshments, 
Wednesdays, 10.30am—Ipm 
@ 01865 402070 


@ Blackbird Leys Choir 

New members always welcome. 
Wednesdays, 6.30pm—9pm 

T 07775 945279 


SPORTS HALL 


@ Boxing Club 

Juniors and Seniors. 

T For details contact Tony, 
01865 432995 


@ GKR Karate 
Children (five Years to Adults) 
T Stuart, 07852 292255 


@ Kick Boxing & Self Defence 
7-16 yrs Tuesday 4-5pm Thursday 
4.30-5.30pm Saturdays 12-Ipm 
16 yrs+ Tuesday 5-6pm Saturday 
1-2pm 

T 07518 502920 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


E Church of the Holy Family 


Eucharist: Sundays, 10am, with children’s activities. 


Timeout: Reflective worship. Most Sundays, 
6.30pm. 

Church Office Hour: Tuesdays 1.30-2.30pm and 
Thursdays 10-11am, or by appointment. For 
enquiries, hall bookings, wedding arrangements. 
T Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


E Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 

Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music and children’s 
liturgy; and at 6pm. 

T Rev. Nazarius Mgungwe, 01865 776903 

E: sacredheartchurchoxford@gmail.com 
www.sacredheartoxford.com 


E Mountain of Fire & Miracles Ministries 
49 Oxford Road, Cowley, Oxford 0X4 2ER 
Sundays: Worship /Praise Service, 1lam—2pm 
Wednesdays: Deliverance, Prayer Quake, Bible 
Studies, 7pm—9pm 

First Saturday of the Month: PMCH (Power Must 
Change Hand), 7am 

T 07438 944186 and 07449 171785 


Œ Leys Community Church 

Meets at Blackbird Leys Adventure Playground, 
Blackbird Leys Road. 

T Andy and Nicci Longmore, 01865 779700 
www.leyscommunitychurch.org.uk 


E Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room 

at the BBL Community Centre, 
Sundays: 11am-2pm 

T 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


E Christian Harvest Ministries 

Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL Community 
Centre, Sundays, 3—5.30pm. 

T Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 


E Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 

Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys Community Centre. 
Sunday Service: 11lam—1.30pm. 

All night prayers: Fridays, 7-9pm. 

Bible Study: Sundays, 1lam—12pm. 

T Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 07932 964056 
E: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


E Redeem Christian Church of God 
Meets at the Sacred Heart, Sawpit Road. 


Sunday Service: 2.30—5pm 


Bible study: Weds: 6-8pm, except last Fri of month. 
T 07825 679044 
www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


Œ Seventh Day Adventist Church 
1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 
Saturday first service: 9.45—-11am. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
www.freebible.org.uk 


E Kingsway International Christian Centre 
Sunday service: 11am—1pm, children's 

church runs concurrently. 

Friday Prayer Meeting: 6-7pm. 

The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, 

Greater Leys 0X4 7BU. 

T 07951262426 

E: admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
www.kiccoxford.org.uk 


E Christ Embassy Oxford 

R&R Frontline Studios, Sandy Lane, 
Oxford 0X4 6LJ 

Sundays: 10am—12.30pm, 
Wednesdays: 7pm—9pm 

T 07984 070632 

www. christembassy-oxford.org 


ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 


IT Hub: 12 networked PCs with Sports Hall: Space for a wide 
fast wired internet connection, range of activities. 

ceiling mounted projector and 
air conditioning. First Floor Meeting Room: 
For up to ten people. 

Jack Argent Room: Seating for 
up to 60 people. For more details contact 


Jayne on 01865 402070 


E Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HW 


T: 01865 402070 
E: blackbirdleyscommcentre@oxford.gov.uk 


For further details 
contact Shirley Williams 
on 01865 770626 

or Kathy on 07983 520324 
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LEYS 
FESTIVAL 


AND HORTICULTURAL SHOW 


BLACKBIRD LEYS PARK 
SATURDAY 8TH JULY, 12-4PM 


FREE ENTRY! 
EVERYONE WELCOME! 


Featuring: 
* Mini -Beasts * Balloon modelling and magic show 
* Climbing wall and bouncy castles * Inflatables 


Blackbird Leys Community * Scientist workshop from Polish Engineers in UK 
Centre, Blackbird Leys Road * Dance Performances * Face Painting * Martial Arts Display 
E: communities@oxford.gov.uk * "Have a Go’ Sports and Crafts 


T: 01865 529739 * Food from all over the world 
* Summer Fete “Make & Bake” 


And Much Much Morell!!! 


ALl activities are free or low cost! 


The Leys Festival Steering Group includes: Oxford City Council, Blackbird Leys Parish Council, Oxford Polish Association, The Blackbird Academy Trust, The Oxford Academy. 
Thanks to the following for their financial assistance: Blackbird Leys Parish Council, Oxford City Council, Green Square, Catalyst Housing, City Council Ward Members, The Embassy of Poland. 
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